Community School District

NEWSLETTER

Changes in Administration for 2016-17 School YR:
This spring brought a time of transition for the B-F
administrative team.

DIRECTORY:

Support Services Director, Paul Mills, transitioned into his
current role three years ago, after serving as principal at
Anderson Elementary for 16 years. Earlier this spring, Mills
announced his plans for retirement. Mr. Mills touched many
lives throughout his career at BFCSD and will be greatly
missed.
Current middle school principal, Chad Carlson, was selected
to replace Paul Mills in a re-configured role of Director of
Administrative Services. Carlson, serving his 18th year in
our district, and 6th year as principal, will be responsible
for providing guidance and support to principals, human
resources, facility support services, and planning for
continued district growth.

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS:
Susan Ugulini, President
Kristin Swift, Vice President
Chris Freese
Tom Looft
Steve Davis

Mr. Chad Carlson

Mr. Garnass has served as an administrator at both the
middle school and high school levels, spending the last three
years as assistant principal at New Prague High School in
Minnesota. His background includes ten years of teaching
mathematics and coaching football, basketball and golf. He
is highly qualified in the area of standards-based learning,
data-based decision-making, extracurricular programming,
and school safety. He was responsible for the implementation
of a comprehensive Response to Intervention (RTI)
framework for all students and an evolved Professional
Learning Community (PLC) system. Continued on page 2,
see ADMINISTRATION.

DISTRICT OFFICE:
515-967-7819
Superintendent: Rich Powers
Curriculum Director: Becky Durand
Director of Admin. Services &
HR: Chad Carlson
Business Manager: Jared Abel
Director of Food Service &
Custodians: Dave Walker
MORRIS ELEMENTARY:
515-967-6361
Principal: Ben Anderson
Assoc. Princ: Kevin VanderLinden
Secretary: Natalie Wilson

Current high school principal, Mike Kramer, was selected
to fill the role of middle school principal. For the past 12
years, Kramer has served as an administrator in Bondurant
spending his first five years as 7-12 assistant principal and
the last seven years as high school principal.
Erik Garnass of New Prague, Minnesota has accepted an
offer to be the next principal at Bondurant-Farrar High
School beginning July 1, 2016.

Summer 2016

ANDERSON ELEMENTARY:
515-967-7494
Principal: Mel Hewitt
Assoc. Princ.: Kevin VanderLinden
Secretary: Julie Hall

Mr. Mike Kramer

MIDDLE SCHOOL:
515-967-3711
Principal: Mike Kramer
Assoc. Princ./AD: Jeremiah Ostrem
Secretary: Holly Roby
Athletic Secretary: Tari Osborn
HIGH SCHOOL:
515-957-8191
Principal: Erik Garnass
Assoc. Princ./AD: Maury Ruble
Secretary: Sara Ballard
Athletic Secretary: Holly Keuning
TRANSPORTATION:
515-967-2891 (Bus Garage)
515-967-7819 (District Office)
Director: Rick Sullivan
Assistant Director: Mary Jo Hetrick

Mr. Erik Garnass

WEBSITE:
www.bondurant.k12.ia.us
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(Continued, Pg#1):

Garnass, a native of Manly, Iowa, earned a Bachelor of
Science degree from Upper Iowa University. Additionally,
he earned a Master of Arts and Administration
Certification from St. Mary’s University, in Minneapolis,
Minnesota. Erik and his wife, Joy, have two sons. In the
fall, Ethan will enter 5th grade and Brody will enter 2nd
grade.
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FOR SALE: BFHS Construction
Class Home!

The district is excited to have Mr. Garnass join us and we
look forward to his contributions to our students, staff,
and community.

School Board Appreciation:
As citizen leaders, school board members face complex
and demanding challenges, yet few people fully
understand the scope and far-reaching implication of
board members’ responsibilities. We hope members of
the B-F community recognize the vital contributions of
these men and women and focus attention on the crucial
role these elected public officials play in the education
of our children. Their job is to establish a vision for the
education program, design a structure to achieve that
vision, ensure schools are accountable to the community
and strongly advocate continuous improvement in
student learning.
In recognition of Iowa school board members, May
has been designated School Board Recognition Month
by the Iowa Association of School Boards. In honor of
the local board members serving B-F, students in Mrs.
Reyerson’s art classes at Anderson Elementary decorated
a coffee mug for each board member (pictured below).
Please join us by publicly saying “thanks” to our school
board members and recognizing their efforts throughout
the year; Susan Ugulini (president), Kristin Swift (vice
president), Steve Davis, Chris Freese, and Tom Looft.

Look no further. The high school's construction class has
done it again with a beautiful ranch home in the heart of
the community. This home features so many upgrades
you'll have to see it to feel the quality. This 3 bedroom,
2 bath ranch has a 3 car garage and sits on a large corner
lot. Amenities include: 2x6 frame construction, corner
stone fireplace, stainless appliance package, upgrade
trim, hardi-plank siding, solid core doors, framed and
insulated exterior of the basement, stubbed bath in the
basement, deck plus a large concrete patio, true 8 ft.
triple plate ceilings in basement and so much more!
Call today to schedule an appointment!

Sheena Cochran-Foster, Realtor
Broker Owner
RE/MAX Hilltop
2915 1/2 Hubbell Ave
Des Moines, Iowa 50317
Mobile: (515) 401-8398
Fax: (515) 262-5280
Sheena@SheenaCochranFoster.com
http://www.SheenaCochranFoster.com
Licensed Real Estate Agent in the State of Iowa
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Transportation Update:

Springbrook Changes Ahead:

We would like to thank everyone who gave their time
and feedback regarding our Pay-To-Ride program.
After months of talks, discussions, and communications
between parents and the transportation department,
we were able to present a Pay-To-Ride proposal to the
school board at their regular meeting on Monday, May
23rd.

The annual trek to Springbrook State Park by our 6th
grade class is a nearly three decade tradition. Springbrook
memories are always some of the best memories for any
Bondurant-Farrar student. In recent years, our growth
in student population has made this trip increasingly
challenging from a logistical standpoint. We have
looked for ways to continue with this tradition, but not
have our students and staff stay overnight.

The following items were approved by the school board
beginning the 2016-2017 school year. We will adhere to
the state guidelines of 2 mile (K-8th students) and 3 mile
(9-12th students) rule for all students. The guideline
simply means that from your home residence to the
school campus entrance, if the distance is less than 2 or
3 miles for your student’s respective grade, your student
will not be eligible for free district transportation to and
from school. You are however, eligible to participate in
our Pay-To-Ride program.
The Pay-To-Ride fees are as follows:
1st student $200; 2nd student $150; 3rd student $100;
4th and remaining family students $50 each.
The transportation department and school board will
also continue to look for ways to help narrow the gap
(deficit) to ensure we are being fiscally responsible. The
ultimate goal would be to have the program be selfsufficient. This may include additional fee increases,
double routes and possibly eliminate the family discount
plan. These items will continue to be reviewed each year
and adjusted as necessary.

Summer Check-Out Available
At The MS & HS Libraries:
The B-F Middle School and
High School are providing a
Summer Check-Out for all
students of good standing in
their library!
We hope students will check
out up to 10 books to take
home and enjoy over the
summer. All we ask is that you return them within the
first week of school in the fall. Reading is everything and
your library staff would love to see you have additional
access to even more books over the summer.

In May of 2017, our 6th grade class will continue the
Springbrook tradition without staying overnight. We
will take half of the class on May 16 and the other half
on May 17. They will get a full day of Springbrook,
leaving in the morning before school starts and returning
after school dismisses. Our students will still get several
environmental education sessions including canoeing,
fishing, bird banding, archery, dissecting owl pellets,
shelter building, and other options. It will be all of
the same Springbrook experience minus the evening
campfire and a night in the dorms. We will provide more
information as that time approaches.
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Chromebooks For All Middle School Students in 2016/17:
Over the last few months, the middle school has been
preparing for a transition to a 1:1 Chromebook school.
This exciting change, beginning with the 2016-2017
school year, will provide all students in grades 6-8 with
an HP Chromebook. One-to-one learning environments
are designed to empower students by providing them
with a valuable tool that can assist in both current tasks
and help ensure students are college and career ready.
Meeting readiness objectives begins with access. All
students will now have access to a computer of their own
at home and at school. While every home situation is
different, this immediate access to a personal device will
significantly alter the learning environment at school.
21st century learning objectives will be met with higher
achievement gains as classes offer increased opportunities
for collaborative work, authentic engagement, and a
gradual shift towards students creating and sharing more
information. Even the age-old tradition of submitting
work to a basket or tray will see an upgrade as students
will submit a majority of their work online.
In an effort to ensure a smooth transition, teachers
have participated in several hours of professional
development geared towards utilizing the Chromebooks
in innovative ways. Sessions on interactive assessments,
Chrome extensions, and the Google Classroom learning
management system are just a few topics that teachers
have discussed and become more familiar with. The
technology department has also been hard at work
with set up and inventory management for the 450+
Chromebooks that arrived in April.
Many students have also started preparing for next
year, as a new student technology team, known as Blue
Crew, was recently assembled. After a vetting process
that included applications and interviews, 18 students in
grades 6 and 7 were chosen to serve as team members.
Blue Crew plans to meet each day and will focus on
helping both students and staff with technology-related
issues or requests. Team members will get hands-on
experience with a variety of technology-based tasks
including device maintenance, video editing, and
extensive training in Google Apps for Education.
More information regarding the Chromebook rollout will
be sent to MS parents/guardians in the coming weeks.
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Grants Received for the STEM Programs at the MS & HS:
The often repeated phrase, “When it rains it pours,” seems
to be coming true for the Bondurant-Farrar Middle and
High School when it comes to receiving grants for STEM
related classes and clubs. Over the past two and a half
years there have been a number grants that have come
in for these programs. Last school year the high school
received a $5000 grant from the Iowa Governor’s STEM
Scale Up to cover the costs of starting an extracurricular
club for high school students centered on robotics.
This team competed in the FIRST (For the Inspiration
and Recognition of Science and Technology) robotics
competition called FTC (First Tech Challenge). During
this school year that same club received a $5000 grant
from the Facebook Data Center in Altoona to help pay
for registration, fees, misc. parts, and Lego robotics kits
that will aid the team in encouraging younger students
to work with robotics. The first way the team will begin
this outreach is with a Lego Robotics Camp from June
20th-22nd at the middle school. (Below is a photo of
some of the team being filmed for an IPTV show which
aired June 10th and 11th.)

The middle school started receiving grants two years
ago with a $7500 grant from Iowa Governor’s STEM
Scale Up. This grant provided funding to start teaching
two different PLTW (Project Lead the Way) courses, the
Design and Modeling course as well as the Automation
and Robotics course, at the middle school. This grant
purchased key parts and licenses needed for the courses
as well as training for the teacher of the courses. Then
fast forward to this school year, when the middle
school received a grant from the Facebook Data Center
in Altoona to help enrich both of those courses. This
grant that came in just under $5000, purchased a 3D

printer as well as an extra robotics kit in order to allow
students more hands-on time building and programming
robots. The students have already begun to work with
these additions to the class. A number of students, in the
most recent session of DM, have printed out items that
they created in class. (Below is a picture of a dice that
a student created in class and then printed out on the 3D
printer.)

Finally, the middle school received a $4300 grant from
Century Link this past month in order to purchase
items for a new course, offered next year, on computer
programming. This grant will help cover the cost of
purchasing 24 Spheros, a Bluetooth controlled ball
that can be programmed from a tablet or smartphone.
Additionally, it will purchase the majority of the tablets
to be used for the Spheros and two Lego Robotics kits.
All of these items will be available to help provide
students with the opportunity to transform the abstract
concept of computer programming to a concrete concept.
Over the past two and a half years the school has received
nearly $27,500 to help promote STEM education for the
students at Bondurant-Farrar CSD. (Below is a picture
of a Sphero.)
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Prolific Year For The High School Art Department:
B-F High School students have made a splash this
year at the conference, state and national level. The
amount of awards produced is the most in 20 years at
Bondurant-Farrar. At the RRC Art Show an astonishing
16 different students won a combined total of 24 awards:
eight 1st places, six 2nd places, three 3rd places, and
seven Honorable Mentions. At the state Scholastics Art
Competition, 10 students won 18 awards: two Gold Keys,
ten Silver Keys, and six Honorable Mentions including,
two Portfolio Honorable Mentions.

Bailey Bellon received
a National Silver Medal
in the Scholastics Art
Competition for her art
piece, “Breaking Point.”

Carrie Norton
was selected to
the All-State Art
Team based on
a portfolio of
ten selected art
pieces.

Kallan Paulsen won the Congressional Art Competition.
Her piece will be featured in the U.S. Capitol for a full
year and she received a free trip to Washington D.C. for
the celebration. Congressman David Young came to the
high school to present the award.

RACCOON RIVER CONFERENCE ART WINNERS
1st Bailey Bellon, Acrylic Paint
1st Sydney Bailey, Charcoal
1st Sydney Purcell, Ink
1st Claudia McCaslin, 2D Collage
1st Sydney Purcell, Color Pencil
1st Connor Gauch, 3D Mixed Media
1st Taylor Suntken, B/W Photo
1st Bailey Bellon, Briley Hick, Libby Clayton,
N.O.S Category
2nd Claudia McCaslin, Chalk Pastel
2nd Kallan Paulsen, Ink
2nd Carrie Norton, Graphite
2nd Carrie Norton, 2D Mixed Media
2nd Madyson Bailey, 2D Collage
2nd Grace Hood, Color Photo
3rd Carrie Norton, Charcoal
3rd Bailey Sinclair, 2D Collage
3rd Connor Gauch, Sculpture
HM Haley Jontz, Tempera
HM Caitlynn Kelderman, Chalk Pastel
HM Carrie Norton, Graphite
HM Grace Hood, Graphic Design
HM Bailey Nissen, Manipulated Photo
HM Brooklynn Hickle, Color Photo
HM Sydney Curnes, B/W Photo

STATE SCHOLASTICS ART WINNERS
Bailey Bellon- Art Portfolio Honorable Mention
Tracie Webb- Art Portfolio Honorable Mention
Carrie Norton- Honorable Men.- Child Wonderment
Callista Presnall- Honorable Men.- Emerging Woman
Callista Presnall- Honorable Men.- Internal Lacerations
Megan Roth- Honorable Mention- Flanders Field
Bailey Bellon- Silver Key- Beyond Reach
Sydney Curnes- Silver Key- Self-Portrait
Haley Jontz- Silver Key-Techno Rhinos
Dawson Lester- Silver Key- Loud Mouth
Carrie Norton- Silver Key- Remorse
Carrie Norton- Silver Key- Sacrifice
Kallan Paulsen- Silver Key- That Smirk
Callista Presnall- Silver Key- Refuge
Sydney Purcell- Silver Key- Happy Greetings
Tracie Webb Silver Key- Not a Girl, Not Yet a Woman
Bailey Bellon- Gold Key- Breaking Point
Dawson Lester- Gold Key- Self Portrait
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Registration For The 2016-2017 School Year:
The district will host two walk-in registration days for
all students for the 2016-17 school year. Forms will be
available on the district website by July 1st for families
who wish to bring the completed paperwork with them
to the walk-in days. To help simplify the registration
process, we strongly recommend that paperwork is
completed prior to attending. However, as in the past,
blank forms will also be available at registration. Upon
arrival, returning families will receive a summary of
household information and will be asked to update it
with any changes.
*Reminder: Kindergarteners who are pre-registered
must still attend district-wide registration.
Walk-In Registration Days:
Thursday, August 4th from Noon-7PM
Friday, August 5th from 7AM-1PM
Bondurant-Farrar High School, Commons Area
Forms to be posted at www.bondurant.k12.ia.us
The district will host a makeup date in mid-August,
however August 4th & 5th are likely the best opportunities
to register. Because of staffing and coordinating of
services, we encourage all families who are able to
attend registration on August 4th & 5th to do so. The
makeup day is scheduled for Wednesday, August 17th
from 8AM-4PM at the Bondurant-Farrar Middle School.
Visitors may enter the building on the east side at the
District Office/Auditorium entrance (door #3013).
Teacher Assignments & Schedules:
All teacher assignments and student schedules will be
released after registration. Holding this information
allows for balanced schedules as class sizes fluctuate
throughout the course of the summer.

Accepted Methods of Payment:
As in the past, payment is accepted via cash or check.
The district is researching the possibility of processing
credit cards at registration.
New to the District? Call Us!
If you are new to the school district or have children
entering school for the first time, call the district office at
515-967-7819 to set up an appointment. New families
will be required to provide the items below in order to
register students for school.
1) Provide at least two documents to verify residency.
• Polk County Assessor’s site (print out)
• Purchase agreement / Lease agreement
• Closing Statement / Mortgage Document
• Utility bill from that verifies residency
• Payroll check with name & address
• Other documents may be accepted based on the
District Office's discretion.
2) Provide proof of birth date for each student
(Example: Birth Certificate)
3) Provide information from former school, if
applicable, to help with records request.
• School name, address, phone number, etc.
• Any documentation regarding special services,
504 plans, IEP, etc.
Please contact the District Office (515-967-7819) with
questions regarding the registration process.

Important Dates To Remember Over The Summer:
*For the most up-to-date event information visit the Activities Calendar online at www.bondurant.k12.ia.us
Aug. 4th & 5th: All Student Registration
Aug. 11th & 12th: MS Chromebook Rollout
Aug. 12th: MS New Student Orientation
Aug. 18th: MS 6th Grade Orientation
Aug. 22nd: Morris & Anderson Meet-The-Teacher Night
Aug. 22nd: HS New Student & 9th Grade Orientation
Aug. 23rd: First Day Of School
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Summer Projects Result in
Campus Road Closures:
Like most summers, the school district will be involved
with a fair number of construction and remodeling
projects in the buildings and on the grounds. There
will be two large projects on the north end of Anderson
Elementary (in the old gym) and on the south end of the
Middle School (above the lunchroom and the main office
complex). Both of these projects are already underway.
The Anderson project will require us to barricade some
roads around the building during the week of June 13th.
See the map below for the roads effected (3rd, 4th, and
6th streets and Garfield SW). An additional barricade
will be placed in the west middle school parking lot to
keep car and foot traffic from going between the middle
school and Anderson during this project.
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Job Opportunities Available!
We are fortunate to experience growth in our community
and are always looking for talented, committed staff to
support our students.
Opportunities are often available for full time, part time,
and substitute work in the departments listed:
• Substitute Teacher
• Custodial
• Food Service
• Transportation
• Para Professional/Teacher Associate
If interested, apply online under the "employment" tab
or in paper form in the District Office.
EEO/AA

Follow Us On Social Media:
Be sure to follow the district on Twitter and "like" us
on Facebook for updates and announcements.
FACEBOOK: You can find us on Facebook
by searching "Bondurant-Farrar Community
Schools (Official)"
TWITTER: You can find us on Twitter by
searching "@BF_District"

FYI... For the Next Newsletter

The district has many demands and requests made for
the use of the district facilities and properties for a
variety of purposes throughout the school year. The
projects, such as those listed above, can only be done
during a short window of time during the summer. The
district appreciates the cooperation and understanding
of all staff, students, and patrons as we attempt to do the
work with the school schedule and student learning as
our guide.

The next newsletter deadline is September 16, 2016.
Typically, only information related to school activities
is published. If you have any questions, please call the
District Office at 967-7819. Thank you for reading the
district newsletter!
This newsletter and athletic schedules can be found at
the Bondurant-Farrar home page.

With questions, call the District Office at 515-967-7819.
REQUIRED STATEMENTS
The Bondurant – Farrar Community School District does not
discriminate on the basis of age, race, color, creed, religion, gender,
gender identity, sexual orientation, marital status, national/ethnic
origin, socio economic status, genetic information or disability.

