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Building For Our District's Future:

Winter 2015

What?
To meet the growing needs of our students, the Bondurant-Farrar Board of Education
is calling for a special election to be held on February 2, 2016, for the sale of up to $21
million in general obligation bonds. This would cover construction of additional high
school classrooms that would nearly double classroom space, a 700 seat community
performing arts auditorium, and additional classrooms at Morris Elementary.
General obligation tax bonds are used to build schools and additions. Bonds must have
voter approval at an election called a referendum. This vote requires a 60 percent supermajority (plus one) “YES” vote to pass. If approved, construction on the high school
classroom addition would, hopefully, begin in late 2016 with completion estimated in
the fall of 2017.
In addition, the same ballot will contain a question asking voters to extend the Physical
Plant and Equipment Levy (PPEL) which is due to expire in 2018. This is not a new
tax; it is approving the continuation of an existing tax. PPEL is used for major building
repairs such as heating and cooling systems and recently several new bus purchases
needed to accommodate our growth. Including this question on the same ballot as
the bond will save the cost of having a separate election and provide convenience for
citizens.
Why?
Since 2010, the City of Bondurant has grown by 42% setting the preliminary 2015
census count to 5,481 resident citizens. As a direct result, the school district has
experienced rapid growth.
We continue to be one of the fastest growing districts in the state. This fall we have
1,976 students in seats, including preschool. This is an increase of 831 students since
the fall of 2006. This works out to a stunning 72.5% increase, or approximately 92
additional students annually over the last 9 years. Additional instructional space is
needed to meet our student and community needs.
How much will this increase my taxes?
If voters approve the referendum, the passage of the school levy portion of property
taxes will increase. The school levy is only a portion of your total property tax bill.
Below is a simplified tax guide for residential properties to show the tax increase
should the bond pass. The table displays the maximum increase for a given value. A
more detailed table and explanation can be found at this link.
Assessed Value of
Residential Property

Change in Tax
Payment per Month

Change in Annual
Tax Payment

$75,000

$2.40

$28.84

$100,000

$3.31

$39.72

$150,000

$5.12

$61.47

$200,000

$6.94

$83.23

$250,000

$8.75

$104.98

Timeline
Ideally, construction will begin on the high school classroom addition as early as fall
2016. The project will require extensive architectural planning, including community,
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staff, and student input. Once the high school academic
wing is underway, the community auditorium would be
the next project to begin as soon as practically possible.
The Morris Elementary addition would be the last project
for this bond since the preschool and kindergarten student
enrollment numbers are the most difficult to predict.
We also have the greatest flexibility with Anderson
Elementary’s close location and the four portables
located there.
Why vote?
Classroom space at the high school is needed to
accommodate our rapid student growth. The high school
is currently at its practical capacity of approximately 500
students. We have larger class sizes in the lower grades
that will cause high school enrollment to rise above 600
students by 2019 and above 700 by 2021 should our
growth continue in a similar fashion.
A community auditorium has been missing from the high
school since it was opened in 2010. A larger, modern
auditorium is needed to accommodate a high quality,
extensive fine arts program as well as academics.
What happens if it fails?
If the bond fails, we will be forced to use additional
portable classrooms and increase class sizes until
permanent space can be built. Since our district and
community are highly attractive to families, it is not
likely that our growth will stop should the vote fail.
Building needs will continue to increase with time and
potentially cost more to construct if we wait.
Community Meeting Dates (Open to Public)
Date

Times

Location

12/3/2015

6:00 PM

Morris Elem. Library

12/9/2015

5:30 PM

High School Library

12/15/2015

5:15, 6:00, 6:45 PM

High School Library

12/16/2015

6:30 PM

Middle School Auditorium

What can you do?
Encourage others to learn more about the school projects
and to vote. Additional information, including FAQs, is
available here.
					
If you have questions, please contact me at the email
address below or call 515-967-7819 We will do our best
to answer all questions promptly.
Sincerely,

Rich Powers, BFCSD Superintendent
rich_powers@bondurant.k12.ia.us

Winter Weather Reminder:

With the winter weather season in full swing, we would
like to remind you of the precautions district staff
take when making weather-related decisions and how
information will be communicated to families.
In an effort to make a determination by 5:45am, district
staff will be out on the roads as early as 4:15am. We
consult a variety of sources and work with area
superintendents to make the most informed decision
possible. Despite our best efforts, we know that things
change in a matter of minutes. Families must ultimately
determine, individually, if they are comfortable sending
their student to school in inclement weather.
In the event of a school cancellation or delay, the primary
communication tool will be our emergency notification
system, School Messenger. All families in our district
will receive communication in the form of a phone call,
email, and text message. Posts will also be shared on
the district’s Facebook and Twitter accounts. The most
up-to-date and accurate communication will be sent to
families via School Messenger.
While our primary communication tool will be the direct
notifications mentioned above, the following local media
outlets will also be contacted as time allows.
Television:
WHO Ch. 13
KDSM Fox Ch. 17
KCWI Ch. 23.1
KCCI Ch. 8
WOI Ch. 5
Radio:
Newsradio 1040 WHO
KISS 107.5
The Bus 100.3
Alt 106.3
1460 KXNO
Other:
www.desmoinesregister.com
13 Now App on Smartphones
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Anderson Library News:

Anderson’s 3rd and 4th grade Student Council members,
under the leadership of Mrs. Miltenberger, organized a
Socktober fundraising event during the month of October.
When the event started it was aimed towards students at
Anderson, but Morris' students quickly joined in on the
fun when they heard about Socktober.
The event was the idea of a popular YouTube personality
known as “Kid President.” He began Socktober about
3 years ago and it's picked up momentum ever since.
Anderson students thought it would be an inexpensive
way to show compassion for others, and it tied in well
with Red Ribbon Week, so the student council members
brought it to Bondurant. All students, from pre-school
through 5th grade, were encouraged to participate in the
fundraiser.
In total, 753 pairs of socks were donated. The socks
were given to two emergency shelters in the Des Moines
area. Men's socks were donated to Bethel Mission Men's
Center, which provides emergency housing for up to
80 men at one time. Women and children's socks were
donated to Hope Center for Women and Children, which
serves up to 48 women and children.

The library at Anderson is a popular place for students to
read and relax during the school day.
The Anderson library would like to extend a heartfelt
thank you to the Party of Bluejays for the wonderful
addition of a reading corner and puzzle table. Anderson’s
very talented art teacher, Annie Reyerson, brought a bit
of the outdoors in with a skillfully painted tree. Students
can pull up a log, perch by the pond, and read a book!

Pictured: 3rd and 4th grade Student Council members
meeting with the representative from Hope Ministries
who came to Anderson to pick up the socks.

The new puzzle table allows students the opportunity to
add a few pieces each time they come into the library.
When their class comes in for library time, they can see
the progress made by all the classes since their last visit.
We've already completed three puzzles this year!
We'd love to have more puzzles to put out as the year
progresses, so if you have any puzzles with 500-1000
pieces that you think the students would enjoy and would
like to donate them, we would appreciate it! They can
be dropped off in the office at Anderson or sent in with a
student. Thank you!

BUILDING NEWS
5th Grade Honors Veterans:
On Monday, November 9th, the fifth grade students at
Anderson Elementary hosted a reception for area veterans
in honor of Veteran’s Day. The reception included a
free breakfast for veterans from the Bondurant-Farrar
area, as well as any veteran that is related to a fifth grade
student.
An appearance was made by Bondurant Cub Scout Pack
10 to present the flag and lead the group in the Pledge
of Allegiance. Also, a special rendition of God Bless
America was performed by the fifth grade honor choir.
When breakfast concluded, veterans were invited to the
fifth grade classrooms for a short question and answer
session to further extend the learning opportunity for
the students. The questions were created by students,
making them very involved in the discussions.
One of the main learning objectives for the event
included students being able to recognize the
importance of giving back to one’s community. The
Bondurant American Legion Post 396 is well known
for providing opportunities for youth. This includes
providing college scholarship money to high school
graduates and sponsoring local organizations such as
Boy/Cub Scouts and American Legion baseball. At the
end of the event students had developed an awareness
for the contributions the Legionnaires make within the
Bondurant community and the sacrifices our veterans
have made for our country.

Pictured: Veterans enjoying a free breakfast provided
by the 5th grade class and served by Brick Street
Market & Cafe.
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Veteran's Day Celebration at
the High School:
"To us in America, the reflections of Armistice Day will
be filled with solemn pride in the heroism of those who
died in the country’s service and with gratitude for the
victory, both because of the thing from which it has freed
us and because of the opportunity it has given America to
show her sympathy with peace and justice in the councils
of the nations…" President Wilson November 11, 1919
These words ring true still today. The high school honored
this day by hosting an assembly during the morning
of November 11 to honor those who have served, are
serving and are families of those in the military.
This year’s assembly was the 1st Annual Veteran’s Day
Assembly put on at the high school by the National
Honor Society. The high school student body had the
privilege of listening to veteran of the Marine Corps, Dan
Neville, speak about what Veteran’s Day means to him
and some of the lessons that he was taught while serving.
The Bondurant-Farrar High School band preformed the
National Anthem, the select choir sang “America the
Beautiful” and taps was played following a moment of
silence to honor those who defend our country.
This assembly will become a yearly tradition at
Bondurant-Farrar High School, as we hope it continues
to grow and honor those who have served in our
community. To our local, and not so local Veteran’s, we
thank you for your service!

Pictured: Veteran, Dan Neville addressing the high
school students on Veteran's Day.
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Iowa Student Leadership Conference & Carlson's Award:
Bondurant-Farrar students and staff members were wellrepresented at the 35th annual Iowa Student Leadership
Conference held at the Iowa Events Center on October
25th and 26th.
Middle school principal, Chad Carlson, was named
Administrator of the Year, high school advisors, Brad
Hamilton and Patti Davis, received Honor Council
Recognition awards, and five middle school student
council members, led by Jennifer Turner, presented at
the conference.
The annual conference is sponsored by School
Administrators of Iowa and the Iowa Association of
Student Councils, in partnership with the Iowa High
School Athletic Association. Approximately 1,200
student leaders and student council advisors were in
attendance.
Five members of Bondurant-Farrar’s middle school
student council had the opportunity to present about
the Leadership Experience and Development (LEAD)
conference they attended in Washington D.C. last
January. The LEAD conference covered topics such as
how to help students feel more connected to school, taking
risks to stand out for personal beliefs, and overcoming
challenges that student leaders face. By presenting at the
Iowa Student Leadership conference, Bondurant-Farrar
students had the opportunity to speak about their unique
experience and inform other Iowa students of strategies
to take back to their own schools.

the award, saying “He encourages his middle school
Student Council to provide activities that appeal to all
students.” Horn goes on to say Carlson sees the value of
student leadership. “An advocate for student council,
he continuously sings the praises of the group to the
board of education.”
Bondurant-Farrar’s high school was also wellrepresented at the conference. Advisors, Brad Hamilton
and Patti Davis, received Honor Council Recognition
awards for their work with student council members at
the high school.
According to a press release from the Iowa Association
of Student Councils, Honor Council Awards are given to
schools who submit a scrapbook documenting school,
community, state, regional and national activities in
which their council has taken part throughout the past
year. The award is based on a criterion of excellence
which student councils are encouraged to work toward.
Points are awarded in each category and total point
scores are accumulated to determine qualification for
the award.

The experience was special for B-F school student council
members because they were able to see their principal,
who they nominated, receive the Administrator of the
Year award. “Just being nominated by our students was
the greatest honor of all,” said Carlson. “Being selected
was icing on the cake.”
Mr. Carlson emphasizes the benefits seen at the middle
school as a result of the student leaders. “The leadership
of our student council members, under Ms. Turner’s
guidance, has had a huge impact on the positive climate
and culture in our building.”
Dr. Roark Horn, Executive Director of School
Administrators of Iowa presented Mr. Carlson with

Pictured: Mr. Carlson (left) accepted the Administrator of
the Year award from Executive Director, Dr. Roark Horn.
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Chris Norton Inspires
Students at the MS & HS:

Follow the Yellow Brick Road
– or at least the new sidewalk!

During homecoming week, a time filled with themed
dress-up days, pep assemblies, and coronation, Norton
delivered an uplifting and powerful message to students.
Thank you, Chris, for spending the afternoon with us!

In October, a new
sidewalk was poured,
connecting the sidewalk
in front of the middle
school to the bike trail
just north of the bus
barn. This will provide a
safe route for students to
walk or ride their bike to
and from school. Please
encourage your child to
watch for traffic in and
around the bus barn when
using the new sidewalk.

B-F alum, Chris Norton returned to Bondurant on
Thursday, September 24th for speaking events at
the middle and high school. Norton, who was given
little chance to ever walk again after being severely
injured, spoke to students about perseverance, defying
expectations, and the power of a positive attitude. By
sharing his story, Norton hopes to inspire students to
persevere through their own challenges they may be
facing in their lives.

Transportation Update &
Emergency Line Information:
An after-hours emergency number has now been set-up
for transportation related emergencies.
Transportation calls are accepted at the District Office
between 7:30am-4:30pm. With the new emergency line,
calls can be taken outside of typical office hours. As a
general rule, the emergency line should only be called in
the event of an emergency (such as a misplaced student,
etc.) after 4:30pm. The emergency number is 515-9672891.

Activity Notifications:
In the last issue of the district newsletter, you read about
signing up to receive notifications of upcoming activities
of interest to you and your family. In this issue, you will
learn how to use the RSS feed in the activity calendar.
What is an RSS feed you ask? An RSS feed, in simple
terms, is a tool used to publish frequently updated
information such as school calendar events. By signing
up for the Activity Calendar RSS feed, you will receive
notice when there is a schedule change.

No Pets On School Grounds:

In order to properly maintain and care for district
property, please do not bring pets onto school grounds.
Thank you for your cooperation!

For non-emergencies regarding misplaced items or
behavior-related issues, please contact Mrs. Hetrick in
the District Office at 515-967-7819 between 7:30am4:30pm or leave a voicemail after hours.
As a reminder for those of you who are utilizing the Payto-Ride bus program and chose to defer your second
semester payment, that payment is due in January 2016
to the District Office. If you have questions regarding
the amount owed, please contact Transportation at 515967-7819.
With the colder weather approaching, the transportation
department would like to remind families about the
importance of dressing warm for the bus stop. Pick-up
times can vary with winter weather and we want students
to be safe and comfortable.
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B-F Community Page:

Offices Closed During Break:

For the most up to date information on fundraisers and
community events, please check out the Community
page on the district's website.

All offices will be closed to the public Wednesday,
November 25th - Friday, November 27th due to
Thanksgiving break.

FEATURING:
Party of Blue Jays information has been released for next
year's event! Organizers are "rolling out the red carpet"
on Saturday, May 7th from 5-10pm.

All offices will be closed to the public Wednesday,
December 23rd - Friday, January 1st due to Winter break.
Offices will reopen on Monday, Jan. 4th.

This is the B-F Education Foundation's 5th annual Party
of Blue Jays. The event is a fun and interactive way to
support your community, celebrate the accomplishments
of our students and staff, and bridge the gap in fundraising
efforts.

Follow Us On Social Media:

Check out this flyer for additional event information and
to purchase discounted tickets in advance!

Be sure to follow the district on Twitter and "like" us
on Facebook for updates and annoucements.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FEATURED:
• Combat Hunger food drive
• Party of Bluejays (Full flyer & Contact Info)
• Athletic Boosters
• Fine Arts Boosters
• PTO Gift Cards
• And Much More!

FACEBOOK: You can find us on Facebook
by searching "Bondurant-Farrar Community
Schools (Official)"
TWITTER: You can find us on Twitter by
searching "@BF_District"

FYI... For the Next Newsletter

Job Opportunities Available!
We are fortunate to experience growth in our community
and are always looking for talented, committed staff to
support our students.
Opportunities are often available for full time, part time,
and substitute work in the departments below:

The next newsletter deadline is January 12, 2016.
Typically, only information related to school activities
is published. If you have any questions, please call the
District Office at 967-7819. Thank you for reading the
district newsletter!
This newsletter and athletic schedules can be found at
the Bondurant-Farrar home page.

• Substitute Teacher
• Custodial
• Food Service
• Transportation
• Para Professional/Teacher Associate
If interested, apply online under the "employment" tab
or in paper form in the District Office.
Call 515-967-7819 with questions.
EEO/AA

REQUIRED STATEMENTS
The Bondurant – Farrar Community School District does not
discriminate on the basis of age, race, color, creed, religion, gender,
gender identity, sexual orientation, marital status, national/ethnic
origin, socio economic status, genetic information or disability.

